
Cutting for Nine-Patch Blocks 
I recommend labeling each stack of 
pieces as you cut them. 

Fabric J (dark): Cut 6 strips 2½” x 40” 
Fabric K (light): Cut 6 strips 2½” x 40” 

Making Nine-Patch Blocks 

Figure 1

Referring to Figure 1, join the long edges 
of a Fabric J strip to each side of a Fabric 
K strip. Press the seams toward Fabric J 
(dark). The joined strips should be 6½” 
wide. Repeat to make three strip sets. 

Figure 2

Referring to Figure 2, join the long edges 
of a Fabric K strip to each side of a Fabric 
J strip. Press the seams toward Fabric J 
(dark). The joined strips should be 6½” 
wide. Repeat to make three strip sets. 

Figure 3

Referring to Figure 3, cut 2½” segments 
from the six strip sets. Stack the 30 seg-
ments with Fabric J (dark) centers to-
gether, then stack the 30 segments with 
Fabric K (light) centers together. 

Figure 4

Referring to Figure 4, arrange two seg-
ments with Fabric J (dark) centers and 
one segment with a Fabric K (light) cen-
ter as shown. Join to make one nine-
patch block with a Fabric K (light) center. 
Repeat to make a total of 10 nine-patch 
blocks with Fabric K (light) centers. 
These should measure 6½” x 6½”. 

Figure 5

Referring to Figure 5, arrange two seg-
ments with Fabric K (light) centers and 1 
segment with a Fabric J (dark) center as 
shown. Join to make one nine-patch 
block with a Fabric J (dark) center. Re-
peat to make a total of 10 nine-patch 
blocks with Fabric J (dark) centers. These 
should measure 6½” x 6½”. 

Cutting for Pinwheel Blocks 
The following cutting directions are for 
making half-square triangles (HSTs) us-
ing the method described here. If you 
choose to use another method, your cut-
ting will be different. Before cutting these 
pieces, decide how you will make your 
HSTs and cut accordingly. I recommend 
labeling each stack of pieces as you cut 
them. 

Fabric G (light): Cut 96 2⅞” x 2⅞” 
squares 
Fabric M (dark): Cut 96 2⅞” x 2⅞” 
squares 

Making Pinwheel Blocks 
You will make 192 2” half-square trian-
gles (HSTs) as the first step toward mak-
ing 48 4” pinwheels. 

Figure 6

Referring to Figure 6, place a Fabric G 
(light) square on a Fabric M (dark) 
square right sides together. Draw a diag-
onal line as shown. Pin. Stitch ¼” on ei-
ther side of this line. Cut on the drawn 
line. Press seam toward Fabric M (dark) 
to make two HSTs. They should measure 
2½” x 2½”. Repeat with the remaining 
Fabric G and Fabric M squares to make a 
total of 192 HSTs. 
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Figure 7

Referring to Figure 7, arrange two HSTs 
as shown. Join. Press the seam toward 
Fabric M (dark). Repeat with remaining 
HSTs for 96 sets of two HSTs each. These 
should measure 4½” x 2½”. 

Figure 8

Referring to Figure 8, arrange two of 
these units as shown to form a pinwheel. 
Join. On the back side, unstitch the por-
tion of the seam that is in the seam al-
lowance. With your fingers, work the 
seams toward the darker fabric as shown 
until a small pinwheel forms in the center 
of the back of the block. Press seams as 
shown. The pinwheel should measure 
4½” x 4½”. Repeat to make a total of 48 
pinwheel blocks. 

You’ve completed Clue 2. In Clue 3, we’ll 
begin to put our quilt together.  

Virtual Spring Retreat Registration Begins
 
Time to sew quilt projects of your choice in the company of 
CQC friends plus playing games, solving a quilt-themed mys-
tery, sewing for others, contributing to a signature quilt, sharing 
through show and tell — all this and more will be part of CQC’s 
Virtual Spring Retreat Friday, April 30-Sunday, May 2. 
  The retreat will be 6-8 p.m. Friday, April 30; 9 a.m.-8:30 p.m., 
with meal breaks, Saturday, May 1; and 1-3 p.m. Sunday, May 2. 
Offered via Zoom, there will be opportunities for small-group 
conversation through Zoom’s breakout-room function. Partici-
pants can take breaks as they chose and/or join with others for 
meals, which can be prepared in advance using recipes that will 
be provided. 
  Directions and/or supplies will be provided for two quick 
projects: Making a Friendship Link block and stitching a 16-
square wheelchair quilt that will be distributed through CQC’s 
Warm Hearts Project.  
  True to spring retreat tradition, you can work on your own 
projects throughout or join any or all of the group activities and 
projects. 
  Registration is open. The cost is $75 for the full weekend. 
When minimal expenses are paid, the remainder of the regis-
tration fees will be a fundraiser for CQC. So come have fun and 
support our statewide quilt council. The more the merrier. 
  Mail this registration form with $75 check payable to CQC to: 
Dana Jones, P.O. Box 313, Rollinsville, CO 80474. To pay by 
credit card, call Dana, 720-346-3952 or register online: www.-
coloradoquiltingcouncil.com. Questions to Laural Hoppes, 
quiltinglaural@comcast.net,  
or Dana Jones, danaellenjones@gmail.com.  
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