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2020 Colorado Quilting Council Meeting and Speakers

Quilt artist Maria Shell will 
share work from her first stitch-
es to her recent award-winning 
pieces, along with stories of try-
ing to quilt while raising three 
boys in the wilds of Alaska, 
when she speaks to Colorado 
Quilting Council at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, October 23 via Zoom. In 
her lecture, “Patchwork to Art: 
The Journey of an Alaskan Quil-
ter,” you’ll see her beginnings in 
traditional quilting to her con-
temporary pieces that respect 
the tradition while going in new 
directions. She says of her work:  

“It is grounded in the tradition 
and craft of American quilt 
making. I strive to take the clas-
sical components of a traditional 
bed quilt and manipulate them 
with the hope of creating sur-
prising combinations of pattern, 
repetition and color for the 
viewer.” 

Her quilting journey is one 
f i l led with laughter, dark 
Alaskan nights and lots of stitch-
ing, as she tells stories and 
shares images of life and quilt-
ing, splitting time between her 
home in Anchorage and her off-
the-grid cabin in McCarthy, 

Alaska, a main entry point into 
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park. 

Maria was the recipient of a 
Sustainable Arts Foundation 
2011 Winter Award, a Rasmuson 
Foundation Project Award and 
two Rasmuson Fellowships 
(2009, 2013, 2017). She has had 
solo and small group shows in-
cluding “fiber” at the Fitton 
Center for Creative Arts in 
Hamilton, Ohio; “Right Lines & 
Circles” at the Ormond Beach 
Memorial Art Museum and 
Gardens in Ormond Beach, 
Florida; “Line + Shape” at the 
Hello Stitch Studio in Berkeley, 
California; and “The Pieced 
Canvas” at the Visions Art Mu-
seum in San Diego, California. 

Her most recent solo exhibition 
is “Off the Grid,” which will be 
on view at the Shelburne Art 
Museum in Shelburne, Vermont, 
from May-October 2022.  

Her first book, Improv Patch-
work — Dynamic Quilts Made 
with Line & Shape, was pub-
lished by C&T Publishing in 
2017. 

Maria will teach her workshop 
“Making Prints Out of Solids: 
Lines, Tracks and More” from 10 
a.m-4:30 p.m. Sunday, October 
24 via Zoom. Sign up now to 
learn to use solid-colored fabrics 
to make an assortment of 
stripes, tracks, dots and grids. 
While learning these techniques, 
you’ll learn to select color 
palettes, improvisational piecing 
techniques and how to use these 
techniques to create unique 
quilts. See pages 4 of this news-
letter then register online — 
www.coloradoquiltingcouncil.-
com — or by mail or phone. 

You can see Maria’s work on 
her website: 
https://mariashell.com  
and learn more about her 
process by visiting her blog: 
http://talesofastitcher.com. 

Maria Shell to Speak on “Patchwork to Art"

October speaker Maria Shell

Left: Quilts by Maria Shell

http://www.coloradoquiltingcouncil.com
http://www.coloradoquiltingcouncil.com
https://maria
http://shell.com


Stepping back in time is thought provok-
ing.  I worked in Antonito, Colorado on 
the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad 
for the 50-year anniversary celebration in 
August, which was actually last year but it 
had to be postponed a year because of  
COVID-19. At the railyard, they had two 
1875 wood-burning engines, “Eureka and 
Palisades,” and “Glenbrook,” that had 
been restored and were visiting from the 
Nevada State Railroad Museum. They had 
an 1889 Pullman Tourist Sleeper Car, and 
a 19th Century U.S. Postal Car that were 
restored as well. It was amazing to just 
walk through the cars. I could feel the 
time when these were the mode of trans-
portation for people. Workers busy at 

work; and passengers loading and chat-
ting. The engines were beautiful and brass 
was everywhere. There was a woman who 
does nothing but polish the brass every 
day.  When the engines are on display, she 
polishes them once a week. She told me 
she orders brass polish by the case. There 
were four crews on each of the two wood-
burning engines trained to run them, so 
the cabs were full of men.  Hearing the 
bell ring was a sound that I will remem-
ber as it was light and sweet. The train of 
historical cars with double-headed en-
gines took off an hour and half late but 
the passengers were waving and smiling 
as they went by. Everyone was happy to be 
riding in the wood-slat seats — no cush-
ions — with the windows down and wav-
ing to all along the way.    

Looking back at Colorado Quilting 
Council, the organization has many his-
torical accomplishments. We’ve held 
Quilt-a-Fairs, Quilt Symposiums, Quilt 
Colorado weekends, quilt documenta-
tions and retreats. We hosted national 
speakers and teachers, sponsored charity 
projects, created quilt trails, trained and 
provided judges for quilt competitions, 
and more. We embraced the entire state 
by visiting guilds throughout the state and 
bringing speakers and members to their 

locations. From the beginning, the coun-
cil grew. We continued keep the quilting 
legacy at the forefront of our state’s cul-
ture.   

We are now at a crossroads and looking 
to change and improve, to continue to 
grow into the future. We will continue to 
look for a president, a 2nd vice president 
for programs, and a 2nd vice president 
elect for programs. Until that search is 
complete, CQC will be run by the CQC 
steering committee.  This will be an advi-
sory committee of seven members made 
up of past presidents, Hall of Fame mem-
bers, previous board members and a 
member who hasn’t been on the board.  
Many will help with the responsibilities of 
two leadership positions. We need mem-
bers to come forward to take on tasks for  
short terms so all duties will be 
achieved.  The positions have not been 
completely defined at the time of this ar-
ticle, but if you are willing to help, let us 
know, and we will keep you abreast of the 
responsibilities to choose from.   

Remembering the past is important. 
Just like the restored trains, we can bring 
time back and share our knowledge with 
future members that don’t know of  those 
fabulous accomplishments and bring new 
goals and new successes yet to happen. 
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Making Quilting Memories 
By Laural Hoppes, Colorado Quilting Council President

quiltinglaural@comcast.net

Above left: Eureka and Palisades engines. 
Above middle: Glenbrook engine with a “double header” engine with the Eureka in front.
Above right: 1889 Pullman Sleeper Car, Immigrant Car. Photos by Ray Hoppes

mailto:quiltinglaural@comcast.net


Help Us Show We Care
Do you know someone who is recovering from surgery, illness or loss of a loved one? As members of CQC, we are a close com-
munity even in times of social distancing. Please let Pat MacMillan, CQC corresponding secretary, know if you or a CQC friend 
needs a card of encouragement or condolence. Contact Pat at quiltymagic@aol.com. 

It is important to support others and show we care during the difficult times we are living through. Call a friend today.

The Colorado Quilting Council, Inc. (CQC) is a statewide organiza-
tion of people interested in preserving the heritage of quilting, pro-
moting excellence in quilting and related arts, and in providing a 
source of information and inspiration. Membership dues are $30/year 
with the newsletter online and $70 with the newsletter mailed. Mem-
bership is for 12 months. Membership pins can be replaced for $25. 
The guest fee at general meetings is $10. 

Colorado Threads, the official publication of CQC, is published and 
mailed 11 times a year. The council reserves the right to select articles 
and advertising that reflect the purposes of the council. Articles, pho-
tos and advertisements need to be submitted to the editor at cqcedi-

tor@gmail.com by the 15th of the preceding month. Advertising in 
the newsletter is only available to members of CQC. The Business 
Directory is $35 per year. Monthly ad prices are: Full page $100, half 
page (horizontal) $50, quarter page (vertical) $35, and one-eighth 
page (horizontal) $25. Request ads from and send fees to Pat Cleave-
land/Advertising, Colorado Quilting Council, P.O. Box 295, Wheat 
Ridge, CO 80034-0295. Email copy and photos to the newsletter edi-
tor at cqceditor@gmail.com.  

Send address changes to: 1st Vice President for Membership, Col-
orado Quilting Council, Inc., P.O. Box 295, Wheat Ridge, CO 
80034-0295. For information on CQC: www.coloradoquiltingcoun-
cil.com. 
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It has come to the attention of the 
CQC Board that action must be 
taken regarding the inability to 
find a member to run for president 
2022. A meeting of members of the 
executive board was held in August 
to discuss this situation. As the 
long-standing parliamentarian for 
CQC, I looked into remedies for 
our current situation and asked the 
advice of a well-seasoned parlia-
mentarian. With her council, I 
brought the following proposal to 
the board: 

The CQC board is the primary 
governing body of this organiza-
tion. We have always listened to 
our membership and presented the 
membership with important voting 
opportunities. All members have 
the opportunity to become board 
members by taking on the respon-
sibilities of elected office or chair of 
one of the vital committees that 
make CQC the great council that it 
is. 

It was suggested that the board 
appoint a steering committee con-
sisting of present board members, 
past presidents and/or Hall of 
Fame members to act as the CQC 
advisory council. The steering 
committee of seven will run the 

organization while the nominating 
committee continues to seek a 
candidate for the president’s posi-
tion. This could take any amount 
of time and the steering committee 
will act in a leadership position 
until an approved president can 
take on that position. The steering 
committee will govern itself and 
act in the capacity of president but 
always be part of the larger CQC 
board. This proposal was brought 
to the board, and was voted on 
with unanimous approval.  

The concept of a steering com-
mittee to divide up the responsibil-
ities of the president is a highly 
approved-of idea. No one person 
wants to take on this intense job, 
and a group has the ability to share 
responsibility and work in unison 
for the best interests of CQC. It is a 
work in progress but the CQC 
board is excited about this new 
concept, and we hope that all CQC 
members will embrace the new 
direction the board is taking. This 
new steering committee will take 
effect in December with the close 
of the annual meeting. 

Address questions or concerns to 
me: 
 Patricia Joy, pjoy450044@aol.com 

CQC Steering Committee 
By Patricia Joy, Parliamentarian

CQC 2022 Executive Board Ballot 

Please complete your ballot and mail to: 

The Colorado Quilting Council, Inc. 
P.O. BOX 295 
Wheat Ridge, CO 80034 
 
Ballots postmarked by October 15, 2021 will 
be counted. Election results will be an-
nounced at the October 23 general meeting. 

1st Vice President for Membership 
Dawn Pettinger 

Treasurer 
 Karen Truesdell 

Secretary  
Betty Andrews 

The President 2022, 2nd Vice President for 
Programs 2022 and the 2nd Vice President 
Elect for Programs 2023 remain open.

mailto:cqceditor@gmail.com
mailto:cqceditor@gmail.com
mailto:cqceditor@gmail.com
http://coloradoquiltingcouncil.com
http://coloradoquiltingcouncil.com
mailto:quiltymagic@aol.com


Register at any time for Colorado 
Quilting Council workshops. 
These workshops are offered on-
line via Zoom. Check the work-
shop or workshops for which you 
are registering below. 

☐ “Making Prints Out of Solids: 
Lines, Tracks and More,”  
 Maria Shell, $65 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  
Sunday, October 24 
☐ “Collage the Garden,”  
Sarah Ann Smith, $65 
1-4 p.m.  
Sundays, December 5 and 12 

Name

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

Email Address

Workshop(s)
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Month LOCATION SPEAKER Lecture Workshop

October The Hideaway, 
Black Forest

Fall Retreat 
October 15-17

October Online meeting 
and workshop  
via Zoom

Maria Shell 
mariashell.com 

10 a.m. October 23  
“Patchwork to Art:  
The Journey  
of an Alaskan Quilter”

“Making Prints Out of Solids: 
Lines, Tracks and More” 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Sunday,  
October 24

November No meeting; 
no workshop

December Online meeting 
and workshop  
via Zoom

Sarah Ann Smith 
sarahannsmith.com 

10 a.m. December 4  
“How Did She Do That?”

“Collage the Garden” 
1-4 p.m. Sundays,  
December 5 and 12

CQC Meeting and Workshop Schedule

Journey of an  
Alaskan Quilter  
Coming in October
During her workshop 10 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Sunday, October 24, “Making 
Prints Out of Solids: Lines, Tracks 
and More,” Maria will teach you to 
use solid-colored fabrics to make 
an assortment of stripes, tracks, 
dots and grids. While learning 
these techniques, you’ll learn to 
select color palettes and improvisational-piecing tech-
niques and how to use these techniques to create original 
quilts.
From Photo to Quilt  
With Sarah Ann Smith This December
Sarah Ann Smith will take you on a journey from photo 
to art quilt in her workshop, “Collage the Garden,” which 
will be from 1-4 p.m. Sundays, December 5 and 12 via 
Zoom. Using an image provided by Sarah, you’ll learn to 
create a working pattern/guide sheet, to select a range of 
fabrics and to apply fusible. Then you'll use a combina-
tion of traced shapes and fabric brushstrokes to create a 
floral image. 

Sarah will present her “How 
Did She Do That?” trunk 
show at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
December 4 via Zoom. She’ll 
share how she works from 
design concepts to construc-
tion to quilting to final fin-
ishing. Sarah’s collage tech-
nique uses pre-fused fabric 
to create realistic portraits 
and landscape imagery that 
is enhanced with intense 
free-motion quilting. 

To register, check the work-
shop(s) you are registering for, 
then mail this form and check 
payable to CQC to: Dana Jones, 
P.O. Box 189, Rollinsville, CO 
80474. Workshop prices for 
CQC members are listed above. 
Non-members, add $30 for the 
first workshop, then each addi-
tional workshop is the price 
shown above. Non-member fees 
include a $30 one-year CQC 
membership. To pay by credit 
c a r d , c a l l D a n a J o n e s , 
720-346-3952 or register online: 
www.coloradoquiltingcouncil.-
com/workshops. Email ques-
tions to Dana at  
danaellenjones@gmail.com. 

Refund policy: If written notif-
ication of cancellation is re-
ceived 30 days in advance, a full 
refund (minus a $3 handling 
fee) will be returned to you. If 
less than 30 days in advance, a 
refund (minus the $3 handling 
fee) will be given only if the 
workshop space can be filled 
from the waiting list. If the 
workshop is canceled by CQC, 
you will notified as soon as pos-
sible, and a full refund will be 
given.

Register for CQC Workshops

http://mariashell.com
http://sarahannsmith.com
mailto:danaellenjones@gmail.com


Intended to encourage and inspire 
participation for the annual fundrais-
er, the 2021 Quilt Raffle Committee is 
offering  an incentive for selling raffle 
t i c k e t s t h i s y e a r.  T h e q u i l t 
"Splendid  Spikes” will be awarded to 
the person who sells or buys the most 
raffle tickets. The quilt is approximate-
ly 38" square. It’s made using the same 
fantastic fabrics as the raffle quilt, and 
quilted with the same exquisite style.  

CQC’s gratitude goes out to the 
Alden team for their diligent devotion 
to CQC’s fundraising campaign.  

The time is drawing near, with only 
two months remaining this year to 
generate revenue, to support this im-
portant cause. Help make this effort a 
spectacular success!
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2021 Raffle Quilt  
“Spectacular Sapphire” 

Above left: From left Karen Hadfield, Lee 
Hustler and Maryann Ray with “Spectacular 
Sapphire,” 91” x 91”, by Jeanelle Alden, 
Joyce Alden-Schuyler and John Scott Alden, 
2021.  
 
Above right: Antique Silk Log Cabin (front) 
and Delectable Mountain with oak leaf bor-
ders. Property of Four Mile Historic Park. 
 
Below: “Splendid Spikes,” approximately 
38” square. 
 

Above: Glenda Brown sharing antique companion "Bluework" 
quilts for a bed turning display at Four Mile Historic Park. 

If you have not yet returned payment for the raffle 
tickets that were sent out in February, please do so 
A . S . A . P . C o n t a c t M a r y a n n R a y a t 
cqcraffletix@gmail.com details. See photos of the 
raffle quilt on page 10.

mailto:cqcraffletix@gmail.com
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Quilt-a-Fair Wrap Up
Thank you to everyone who attended Quilt-a-Fair this year: committee members; 197 volunteers; 53 vendors and support staff; 
56 members who entered quilts in the member show; three internationally known quilt museums; and the nearly 2,200 people 
who spent the weekend shopping, buying raffle tickets, looking at quilt shows, eating BBQ and reconnecting with each other. It 
was so great to be “Out of the Cabin and Back to the Show!” 

Save the date for Quilt-a-Fair 2022: September 22-24, 2022 

Dawn Mills, Quilt-a-Fair Chair 

Above: Quilt-a-Fair mask prize winners
Top left: Frances, Cheyenne, Wyoming 
Top middle: Janice, Colorado Springs  
Top right: Dennis, Johnstown 
Bottom left: Debbie, Fredrick  
Bottom middle: Gerri Holton, Fort Lupton  
Bottom right: Mother and Daughter - Megan Jewel, Centennial and Katie Melich, Louisville  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Thank you Quilt-a-Fair Volunteers 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered their time to help make Quilt-a-Fair a success. Without the individuals who stepped 
forward to help, we would not have been able to have Quilt-a-Fair. This year was challenging because we could not meet in per-
son to plan, but you made it happen. Thank you! 
Karen Brown, volunteer chair

Above and left: Quilt-a-Fair mask prize winners
Above left: Carol, Longmont 
Above second from left: Shirley, Erie 
Above second from right: Donna, Longmont
Above right: Paula Cramer, Littleton  
Far left: Becca, Aurora  
Left: Sandy, Cheyenne, Wyoming 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Fall Retreat October 15-17, 2021 Registra7on Form 

Please enter all informa.on below. It is essen.al we have an emergency contact for you. A separate form is needed for 
each individual registering. Registra7ons will be accepted star7ng July 15th on a first come basis based on the postmark. 
The retreat is organized for a shared room arrangement. We have a limited number of first floor rooms for those who 
have difficulty with stairs. Staff will be available to assist with luggage. 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ______________________________________ Phone #: ___________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________City_____________________ State: ____ Zip______ 

Emergency Contact (Name & Phone #): ______________________________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________ 

Retreat Op7ons: 
___ Blue Moon Quilt-A-Long 
___ I Will Retreat Only 

Room Accommoda7ons: 
___ First Floor Only; Physical Limita.ons: ____________ 
______________________________________________ 
Persons per Room:  ___ Three   ___ Two  ___ One 
Roommate(s) Requested: 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
All rooms are non-smoking. Smoking is permiYed in designated 
areas. 

Dietary Considera7ons: 
___ Dairy free                    ___ Vegetarian 
___ Gluten free                 ___ Shellfish 
___ Other, please iden.fy ____________________ 
Please aYach a specific list of your dietary needs so that we 
may accommodate them as best as we can. We must be 
no.fied 14 days before Fall Retreat so the kitchen staff can 
plan accordingly. Late requests cannot be accommodated.

Costs (includes 2 nights lodging and all meals): 
___ 3 people per room; Cost = $320 per person 

___ 2 people per room; Cost = $340 per person 

___ 1 person per room; Cost = $440 per person 

___ Virtual AYendance Only; Cost = $75 per person 

Method of Payment: 

___ Check   (Make Checks Payable to CQC) 

___ Credit Card Number: _________________________ 

Expira.on Date: __________Security Code: _____  

Signature: _____________________________________ 

Mail Form (with Check) to: 
Carol Cook 

10236 Ross Lake Dr 
Peyton, CO  80831 

Email ques.ons to Carol at cook121@comcast.net 
(indicate CQC in the subject line). 

Registration and payment must 
be received no later than 

September 30.

Refund policy: If wriYen no.fica.on of cancella.on is received 
by September 15, a full refund (minus a $15 handling fee) will 
be returned to you. If aier September 15, a refund (minus the 
$15 handling fee) will be given only if the retreat space can be 
filled from the wai.ng list. If the retreat is canceled by CQC, you 
will be no.fied as soon as possible, and a full refund will be 
given.

Space is Available. Contact Carol Cook at 719-465-2667 to Register



In memory and honor of 
Shirley Sanden’s dedica-
tion to the Colorado 
Quilt ing Council, a 
memorial fund was es-
tablished. The guild is 
collecting donations to 
fund scholarships that 

will be awarded to members wanting to 
further their quilting knowledge. If you 
are interested in applying for a scholar-
ship, contact Sue Keck  for information 
at ksusankeck@aol.com. 

Colorado Quilting Council invites 
members to apply for scholarships to take 
classes and workshops offered through 

the council or other quilting entities. The 
scholarships can be used for online work-
shops the same as in-person workshops.  

Applicants must be CQC members in 
good standing for at least one year before 
applying. Scholarships are paid directly to 
the entity offering the class, not the recip-
ients. Applications must be received by 
the end of each month and at least 30 
days before the workshop/class date. 

Scholarships pay tuition only, not regis-
tration, entrance fees or kit fees. They are 
limited to $75 per person. A maximum of 
six scholarships totaling up to $500 will 
be awarded in a calendar year. If more 
than six applicants meet the require-

ments, recipients will be determined 
through a lottery. The workshop/class 
must be quilt-related. Applications must 
include a description of the workshop/
class and the applicant's purpose in tak-
ing it.  

Shirley Sanden was a founder of Col-
orado Quilting Council. The scholarships 
are given in her memory. CQC members 
support the scholarship fund through 
buying chances to win quilts and quilt-
related items at in-person meetings of 
CQC. Donations to the fund can be made 
at any time. 

Scholarship Application Form: https://
www.coloradoquilt ingcouncil.com/

Colorado Threads ● October 2021 Page 9

Fall Retreat 
October 15-17
 
CQC is excited to be able to hold Fall Re-
treat in person this year, based on current 
CDC guidelines. For anyone hesitant to 
join us in person, we are offering the abil-
ity to join us virtually via Zoom for any of 
the non-mealtimes.  

This year’s Fall Retreat will differ from 
traditional CQC retreats as there will not 
be an instructor. Instead, there will be a 
Quilt-A-Long for the pattern “Tonga Blue 
Moon.” See the picture on the right.  

This pattern, available at no charge, 
consists of three different blocks and fin-
ishes at 69½” square. A member will 
guide the participants through the in-
structions for each block. Time will be 
provided to sew the blocks and assemble 
the quilt top. It will be fun to see the dif-
ferent fabrics used to create this quilt. The 
pattern, materials and supplies needed, 
and preparation instructions will be pro-
vided approximately one month before 
the retreat. 

There is also an option to Retreat Only 
if you would like to work on another 
project of your choosing. Feel free to 
come for the companionship and great 
meals and complete a UFO or two during 
the weekend.  

As always, there will be social times 
with fun activities and games and time to 
work on CQC Project Warm Heart blocks 
and quilt tops. Bring extra fabrics to make 
blocks or use as borders if you would like 
to complete a top. Donations of batting 
and backing-sized fabric lengths are al-
ways appreciated.  

Fall Retreat will start at 5 p.m. Friday, 
October 15 and run through 4 p.m. Sun-
day, October 17. Two nights lodging and 
six meals are included as are all activities. 
The pricing is the same as in 2019. Most 
rooms will be dual or triple occupancy. A 
limited number of single-occupancy 
rooms will be offered as space is available 
and on a first-come, first-reserved basis.  

Fall Retreat will be at The Hideaway in 
Black Forest. This facility is between Den-
ver and Colorado Springs. It has great 

amenities in a peaceful setting. It has well-
lit and comfortable classrooms; a dining 
room with great mountain views; more 
than an acre of landscaped lawn to enjoy; 
and five decks to take advantage of to re-
lax, read or talk. 

Join us in a weekend filled with fun, 
friendship and quilting. Contact Carol 
Cook at cook121@comcast.net if you have 
questions and if you’d like to help assist at 
Fall Retreat. We need volunteers for set up 
and clean up. Volunteers are also needed 
to assist with the Quilt-A-Long and social 
activities.

Tonga Blue Moon

Past retreaters having fun designing

Shirley Sanden Memorial Scholarship

mailto:cook121@comcast.net
mailto:ksusankeck@aol.com
https://www.coloradoquiltingcouncil.com/shirley-sanden-memorial-scholarship
https://www.coloradoquiltingcouncil.com/shirley-sanden-memorial-scholarship
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Left: “Spectacular Sapphire,” 91” x 91”, by Jeanelle Alden, 
Joyce Alden-Schuyler and John Scott Alden, 2021. 
 
Below: Details of “Spectacular Sapphire."  

Bottom left: Bag for Spectacular Sapphire



Maria Shell “strives to take the classical 
components of traditional quilts and ma-
nipulate them to create surprising combi-
nations of pattern, repetition, and color.” 
Maria freely shares her techniques and 
tips for creating creative masterpieces in 
Improv Patchwork: Dynamic Quilts Made 
with Line & Shape (C&T Publishing, 
2017). The quiltmaker is invited to join 
Maria on a journey of artistic discovery to 
become a fearless quiltmaker.  

Improv Patchwork provides the quilt-
maker with many techniques for piecing 
unique ‘print’ fabrics from solid fabrics. It 
is an essential reference book for quilt-
makers wanting to enhance their creativi-
ty and to explore without preconceived 
ideas. There are no specific projects in 
this book but plenty of ideas on how to 
use the techniques to create unique, one-
of-a-kind quilts. All of the techniques are 
illustrated with full-color pictures and 
detailed step-by-step directions.  

Color, pattern and repetition are the 
buiding blocks for quilt design. Basic col-
or concepts and a short introduction to 
the color wheel are provided. Maria en-
courages quiltmakers to develop their 
own personal color identity. Tips are giv-
en on creating a color palette for each 
project, which can be reused or expanded 
for future projects. All of the techniques 
in this book are based on using pure, sol-
id-colored fabrics.  

Striped fabric techniques include both 
ruler-made and ruler-free stripes. Stripes 
made without a ruler are more organic, 
providing more interest and movement in 
the resulting projects. Techniques for cre-
ating polka-dot fabrics in two-color, mul-
ti-color and polka-dot stripe variations 
are provided. Quiltmakers are encouraged 
to create their own variations as well.  

As many traditional quilt patterns use 
triangles in blocks, star points and bor-
ders, Improv Patchwork provides tech-

niques for creating triangle “prints: with 
equilateral, isosceles and right triangles. 
The triangles can be made using rulers or 
without rulers depending on the creator’s 
preference. Evolving from the triangle, 
techiques for creating chevrons, herring-
bone and zigzag patterns are provided. 
There are so many options it may be diffi-
cult for the quiltmaker to decide which to 
use first. Fortunately, the project ideas 
pictured are small so most can be com-
pleted without a significant investment of 
time and fabric.  

Techniques for creating checks, tracks 
and plaid fabric from solid fabrics are also 
provided. Some appear complex but are 
doable with the detailed instructions pro-
vided. Finally, Maria provides tips and 
techniques for putting the different units 
together since many units may be of dif-
ferent sizes. Filler units and partial seam 
construction techniques are included. 
Improv Patchwork provides inspiration for 
quiltmakers to expand their creativity and 
create original, dynamic quilt designs. It 
will be an invaluable reference for many 
quiltmakers. 

If you would like to check out any of the 
2,515 items in the CQC library, contact 
Carol Cook at cqclibrary@gmail.com, and 
she will coordinate the possibility of curb-
side pickup or delivery. Otherwise, it is 
possible to mail items if you are willing to 
reimburse the postage, which usually is 
less than $5.  

The CQC Library has an online search 
tool so members can find books and 
videos of interest. Just click on the “CQC 
Library” button under Resources near the 
bottom of the CQC website home page to 
search the library. Instructions for search-
ing the library were provided in the De-
cember 2020 newsletter available in the 
newsletter archive on the CQC website. 
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 Book Review…………………………………………………………………….………….…Review by Carol Cook

Improv Patchwork by Maria Shell

Improv Patchwork: Dynamic Quilts Made 
with Line & Shape (C&T Publishing, 2017)

Above: Quilts from Improv Patchwork: 
Dynamic Quilts Made with Line & Shape 
(C&T Publishing, 2017)
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CQC Quilt Documentation  
Registry Number 5044 AQ  
to Benefit Aid in Gaza 

Quilt 5044 AQ was much loved in 
Colorado and Virginia until 2012 
when it was gifted to a friend of Linda 
Wyman’s in St. John's, Newfoundland, 
Canada. This year the friend donated 
it as a raffle item where it raised nearly 
$3,000 to aid children in Gaza. The 
quilt now resides with the owner of 
Tilt House Bakery in Portugal Cove-
St. Phillips, Newfoundland. 

Left: Tilt House Bakery owner drawing the  
raffle quilt winner.

Below: Carmel and Pat with the raffle quilt at 
the Tilt House Bakery.
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Left: Charity quilts delivered to in-patient 
physical therapy at Good Samaritan Hos-
pital, Lafayette. Pictured are the volun-
teers at the front desk holding two charity 
quilts. 



Quilting for Others:  
CQC’s Project Warm Hearts
Colorado Quilting Council’s Project Warm Hearts involves 
members in charitable work, assists organizations in their 
fundraising activities and encourages quilters to do more for 
others by helping charities of their choice. Here’s how to par-
ticipate: 

• Make one or more quilt blocks following the directions pro-
vided on page 13. 

• Fill out the form on page 13, including information on the 
charity of your choice. Complete one form for each block 
made. 

• For each block you submit with a completed form, your 
name will be entered into a drawing to choose which of the 
nominated charities will receive Project Warm Hearts quilts. 

• Mail completed blocks to: CQC Warm Hearts, 6215 South 
Macon Way, Englewood, CO 80111. 

For information and if you want to piece a top or quilt or bind 
a quilt, contact Betsy Stewart at cqcwarmhearts@gmail.com or 
call 303-726-4676.

CQC’s Financial Health
Bank Balance as of August 31, 2021

1st Bank Checking $ 8,244.18 
1st Bank PayPal Funds  7,429.53  
1st Bank Raffle Account 9,398.39  

Subtotal $ 25,072.10 

1st Bank Shirley Sanden Restricted Fund $ 3,819.38  
1st Bank Savings CD (maturity 3-23-2022) $ 10,956.39 
1st Bank Quilt-a-Fair $ 35,350.46  ______________ 
Total Funds Available $ 75,198.33 

Profit and Loss for August 2021

Ordinary Income/Expense Income 

 Income 
  Corporate $ 36.94 
  Membership  355.00 
  Newsletter Advertising  120.00  
  Programs 2021 1,310.00 
  Quilt-a-Fair                                                                     (95.12) 
  Raffle Ticket Sales 675.00 
  Treasurer 1.51  

______________ 
  Total Income $ 2,403.33  

 Expense 
  Newsletter                                                     $ 561.00 
  Programs 2021  1,148.65 
  Property  1,104.00 
  Quilt-a-Fair 892.51 
  Treasurer 832.00 
  Website  250.00 
 ______________ 

  Total Expense $ 4,788.16 

 Net Income $          (2,384.83) 
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CQC Program Policy
It's fine for multiple CQC members to gather to share a Zoom 
connection to take a CQC workshop but each member must 
register for and pay for the workshop and each must identify 
themselves as being present for the workshop. Similarly, CQC 
encourages you to invite friends to general meetings. Just re-
member, the $10 guest fee must be paid for each guest. Thank 
you in advance for adherence to these requirements. 

mailto:CQCWarmherts@gmail.com


Warm-Hearted Woman’s Puzzle Current Project Warm Hearts Block
by Betsy Stewart 
I’ve always thought this is a graceful block 
that can be incorporated into many quilt 
settings with delightful results. I’ve also 
always thought it has a terrible name! 
 Quilts blocks with this design were in-
cluded in quilts made as early as the 
1850s. Nancy Cabot documented the ver-
sion we are using in 1934 and 1936 as 
“Old Maid’s Puzzle.” Since we know quilt-
ing is an ever-expanding and adapting 
craft, I think we should rename the block 
the “Warm-Hearted Woman’s Puzzle.” 
After all, by making and donating these 
blocks, you demonstrate you are indeed a 
warm-hearted woman. 
 
Block Directions 
This block finishes at 9” x 9” in the quilt. 
This means the block you submit should 
be 9½” x 9½”. Make the background from 
white fabric and the colorful portion of 
the block from either one print or colored 
fabric or two complementary fabrics. A 
variety of print and colored fabrics may 
be used when making multiple blocks. 

Cutting  
White fabric: 
• Cut one 5⅜” x 5⅜” square* 
• Cut four 2¾” x 2¾” squares 
• Cut two 3⅛” x 3⅛” squares** 
Print/colored fabric: 
• Cut one 5⅜” x 5⅜” square* 
• Cut two 3⅛” x 3⅛” squares** 
*You may choose to cut 5½” x 5½” 
squares and trim the half square triangle 
(HST) units to 5” squares. 
**You many chose to cut 3¼” x 3¼” 
squares and trim the HST units to 2¾” 

squares. 

Assembly 
Step 1: Draw a diagonal line on the 
wrong side of each white 3⅛” square and 
on the white 5⅜” square. 

Step 2: Place each white 3⅛” square right 
sides together with a print/colored 3⅛” 
square. Place the white 5⅜” square and 
the print/colored 5⅜” square right sides 
together. 
Step 3: Stitch ¼” away from the drawn 
diagonal line on both sides of the line on 
all the 3⅛” and 5⅜” squares. 
Step 4: Cut on the drawn lines. 
Step 5: Press the triangles open, pressing 
the seam toward the print/colored fabric. 

At the end of this step, you will have four 
2¾” HSTs and two 5” HSTs. 
Step 6: Referring to the photo, place a 
white 2¾” square on the left side and a 
2¾” HST on the right side. Note the posi-
tion of the print/colored triangle next to 
the white 2¾” square. Place these pieces 
right sides together and sew. Press open, 
pressing the seam toward the print/col-

ored triangles. At the end of this step, you 
will have four units measuring 2¾” x 5”. 
Step 7: Referring to the photo, place two 
2¾” x 5” units from Step 6 so the print/
colored points meet in the center. Join the 

units. Reduce bulk by swirling the seams 
open at the intersection of the points, 
then press the seams in opposite direc-
tions. Repeat with the remaining two 2¾” 

x 5” units. This will yield two 5” x 5” 
squares. 
Step 8: Referring to the photo, arrange 
the two 5” HSTs and the two 5” squares 
from Step 7 as shown. The print/colored 
points of the 5” HSTs should meet in the 
center. Join the top 5” unit from Step 7 
and the top 5” HST. Repeat for the bot-
tom 5” HST triangle and the remaining 5” 
unit from Step 7. Join the two rows. Press 

the seam to one side, or to reduce bulk, 
swirl the seam and press open. 
The block is complete. It should measure 
9½” x 9½”. 

Name

Phone                                                   Cell Phone

Email Address

Street Address                                      City, State, Zip

Charity                                                   Charity Contact

If you’d like to piece your blocks into a 
quilt top, the size for Project Warm 
Hearts quilts is about 40” x 50”.

Project Warm Hearts: Submit 1 form/block
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Online Shops  
CM Designs, Inc. 
303-841-5920 
Facebook: CM Designs Inc 
Instagram: add_a_quarter 
Contact: Carolyn Cullinana McCormick/owner 

FabricBeadLady! 
Web: www.fabricbeadlady.etsy.com  
 
Happy Squirrel Quilts 
720-739-0012 
Email: happysquirrelquilts@gmail.com  
Web: www.happysquirrelquilts.com  
Happy Squirrel Quilts is a family owned and operat-
ed online quilt shop specializing in hard to find 
fabrics, patterns, and sewing related products. 

Alamosa
Alamosa Quilt Company 
710 Del Sol Drive, Alamosa, CO 81101 
719-937-2555 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday 
Web: alamosaquiltcompany.com 
This shop specializes in modern fabrics and has 
cottons, flannels, wools and velvets plus Sue Spargo 
books, Aurifil thread, Bernina supplies and notions. 

Boulder
eQuilter 
6201 Spine Road, Boulder, CO 80301 
303-527-0856 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
Web: eQuilter.com 
Customer Service: service@equilter.com 
Contact: Luana Rubin 
Huge variety of high-quality quilt fabrics and 
sewing supplies. Sign up for e-newsletter for 1000 
new products per month, plus weekly sales. 2% of 
sales donated to charity - $1.75 million raised so far! 
Save on shipping by picking up at our Boulder 
warehouse. 

Brighton
On Pins & Needles 
39 N. Main Street, Brighton, CO 80601 
770-667-4086 
Email: annav@onpinsandneedles.com 
Web: onpinsandneedles.com  
Contact: Anna Verbeek 

Buena Vista
Bev’s Stitchery 
202 Tabor Street, P.O. Box 1773 
Buena Vista, CO 81211 
719-395-8780 
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday 
Contact: Bev Zabloudil 
Bev’s sells fabric, notions, and needlework and quilt-
ing supplies, and offers classes.  

Canon City
First Stitches Canon City 
212 S. 4th Street, Canon City, CO 81212 
719-285-8088 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday 
Email kim@firststitches.com 
Web: firststitches.com 
Contact: Kimberly Smith 
Janome, Baby Lock and Brother. Dealer carries fab-
ric, notions and machine-embroidery supplies, and 
offers classes.  

Castle Rock
Sew-Ciety 
1025 S. Perry Street, Suite 101 
Castle Rock, CO 80104 
720-733-8102 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Friday 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday 
Email: sew-ciety@sew-ciety.com 
Web: sew-ciety.com 

Log Cabin Quilt’N Sew 
3243 McCracken Lane 
Castle Rock, CO 80104 
703-586-3265 
Purchase online immediately or in person by ap-
pointment 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Extra-wide Quilt Backing Fabric—Over 200-bolt 
selection of colors & Prints by your favorite design-
ers from Moda, Riley Blake, Henry Glass, Maywood 
Studios, Studio E and others 
Longarm Quilting and Binding Services available 

Centennial
Holly’s Quilt Cabin 
8210 S. Holly Street, Centennial, CO 80122 
720-529-9659 
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Saturday 
Noon-4 p.m. Sunday 
Email: info@thequiltcabin.com 
Web: thequiltcabin.com 
Holly’s has more than 7,000 bolts of fabric by a vari-
ety of designers. The shop is home to Mountainpeak 
Creations pattern company. 

Colorado Springs
High Country Quilts 
4727 N. Academy Blvd. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
719-598-1312 
9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Saturday 
Email: hc@hcquilts.com 
Web: hcquilts.com 
Owners: Karen Rellaford and Jean Wilt 
This shop sells quilting supplies, fabric, Bernina 
sewing machines and APQS longarm quilting ma-
chines, and offers classes. 

Ruth’s Stitchery 
4440 Austin Bluffs Parkway 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
719-591-1717 or 1-888-591-8803 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Saturday 
Noon-5 p.m. Sunday 
Email: rstitchery@pcisys.net 
Web: ruthsstitchery.com 
Contact: Catherine Culp and Beth Spillane 
Ruth’s Stitchery, an authorized Viking dealer, sells 
fabric, cross-stitch and machine-embroidery sup-
plies.  

Denver
A Stitching Shop (aka Brazilian Embroidery) 
4444 Morrison Road, Denver, CO 80219 
303-727-8500 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Saturday 
Web: StitchingShop.com 
Christine Hause teaches beginning to advanced 
classes and workshops in stitchery from canvas to 
cross-stitch to quilt embellishment with silk ribbon 
and thread. She also lectures. Phone and mail orders 
are taken. 

Erie
Colorado Creations Quilting 
849 Pope Drive, Erie, CO 80516 
Email:  
info@coloradocreationsquilting.com 
Web: coloradocreationsquilting.com 
Contact: Jackie Vujcich 
Jackie lectures and teaches quilt classes and work-
shops. Her online shop features nature-themed 
cotton and batik fabrics, pictorial and patchwork 
patterns, and kits and gift items. 

A Quilter’s Corner 
71 Erie Parkway, #104, Erie, CO 80516 
720-328-8181 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday-Saturday 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday 
Web: aquilterscorner.com 
Owner: Marci Schnabel 
This shop has more than 5,000 bolts of fabric from 
classic to modern and quilting accessories, thread, 
kits, patterns and decorative signs. 

Cotton Sandwich Quilt Shop, LLC 
170 Cessna Drive, Erie, CO 80516-8112 
303-993-4061 
Owner: Ruby J Earnshaw 
Hours by appointment 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday - 
Saturday 
Email: cottonsandwich@gmail.com  
Web: cottonsandwichquiltshop.com 
This unique shop carries a variety of 100% Cotton 
Fabric, including novelty prints, quilt kits, fat quar-
ter bundles, batting, quilt kits, patterns and notions. 
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Business Directory
The following businesses are members of Colorado Quilting Council. You are encouraged to visit as many of them as you can and 
thank them for being part of our statewide organization. Most shop hours are pre-COVID-19. Call shops for current hours.

Continued on page 17
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Fort Collins
Maggie’s Sewing & Fabric 
1725 S. College Ave., Fort Collins, CO 80525 
970-472-1822 
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday 
Website: https://www.maggiessewvac.com 
Email: info@maggiessewvac.com 
Maggie’s sells Baby Lock sewing machines, sergers 
and longarm quilting machines; services most 
makes and models of sewing machines; and sells 
fabric, thread, patterns and classes. 

The Presser Foot 
1833 Harmony Road, Fort Collins, CO 80525 
970-484-1094 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday-Saturday 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Thursday 
Email: sewbernina@thepresserfoot.com 
Web: thepresserfoot.com 
The Presser Foot sells Bernina sewing machines 
and accessories and services all brands of machines. 
The shop offers speciality classes and carries a vari-
ety of thread. 

Fort Morgan
Inspirations Quilt Shop 
19562 County Road R. 7 (marked as 8th Avenue) 
Fort Morgan, CO 80701 
970-542-0810 
9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday-Saturday  
Web: inspirationsquiltshop.com  
Fabric, quilters’ needs, gift items and classes are 
available at this shop. 

Golden
Golden Quilt Company 
1108 Washington Ave., Golden, CO 80401 
303-277-0717 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday-Saturday 
Closed on Tuesdays 
Noon-4 p.m. Sunday 
Email: info@goldenquiltcompany.com 
Web: goldenquiltcompany.com 
Owner: Nancy Swanton 
This shop specializes in Kaffe Fassett, batik, bright, 
and black-and-white fabrics and carries notions, 
gifts, kits and finished quilts. It offers classes and 
machine-quilting services. 
 
Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum 
200 Violet Street, Unit 140, Golden, CO 80401 
303-277-0377 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Saturday 
Web: rmqm.org 
The museum’s exhibits change quarterly. The gift 
shop carries quilts, quilt-related items, fabric, books 
and notions. 

Greenwood Village
The Quilted Cricket 
5125 S. Clarkson St., Greenwood Village, CO 80121 
303-667-8846. Call for an appointment. 
Email: Crystal@Zagnoli.com 
Web: thequiltedcricket.com 
Contact: Crystal Zagnoli 
The Quilted Cricket studio houses three 26” Innova 
longarm machines. This business provides reason-
ably priced edge-to-edge and custom quilting ser-
vices. No intake fees. No minimums. 

Highlands Ranch
A Quilter’s Choice - APQS West 
8698 Aberdeen Circle, Highlands Ranch, CO 80130 
435-229-2703 
Hours by appointment; call ahead. 
Email: aquilterschoice@gmail.com 
Web: aquilterschoice.com 
Contact: Myrna Ficken 
Quilt artist Myrna Ficken provides APQS machine 
sales and rentals, machine service, longarm and 
piecing classes, longarm supplies, and quilting ser-
vice. 

Longmont 
Maggie’s Sewing & Fabric 
1450 N. Main Street, Unit B 
Longmont, CO 80501 
303-651-7752 
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday 
Website: https://www.maggiessewvac.com 
Email: info@maggiessewvac.com 
Maggie’s sells Baby Lock sewing machines, sergers 
and longarm quilting machines; services most 
makes and models of sewing machines; and sells 
fabric, thread, patterns and classes. 

The Presser Foot 
2430 N. Main Street, Longmont, CO 80501 
303-485-6681 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday; 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Thursday 
Email: bernina@thepresserfoot.com 
Web: thepresserfoot.com 
The Presser Foot sells Bernina sewing machines 
and accessories and services all brands of machines. 
The shop offers speciality classes and carries a vari-
ety of thread. 

Loveland
Meadow Lane Stitching 
1479 W. Eisenhower Blvd., Loveland, CO 80549 
Located inside Stitches Quilt Shop 
970-672-9693 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Saturday 
Web: meadowlanestitching.com 
Owner: Crystal Soderquist Wentz 
This shop offers supplies, patterns, notions and 
classes for hand stitching, including embroidery, 
wool appliqué, sashiko and more. Also available: 
Longarm quilting. 

Loveland
Stitches Quilt Shop 
1479 W. Eisenhower Blvd., Loveland, CO 80549 
970-541-1520 
Email: http://stitchesloveland.com 
This shop specializes in modern, bright, fun fabrics 
for quilting and bags. 

Lyons
Lyons Quilting 
P.O. Box 1491, Lyons, CO 80540 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Monday-Saturday 
Web: lyonsquilting.com 

Milliken
Eye of the Beholder Quilt Design 
2324 Carriage Drive, Milliken, CO 80543 
970-330-6164 
Email: info@eobquiltdesign.com 
Web: eobquiltdesign.com 
Owner: Margaret Brewster Willingham 
Offering unique patterns inspired by the world 
around us for hand or machine, plus virtual & in-
person workshops and lectures. 

Monument
Sew in Tune 
251 Front Street, Unit 12, Monument, CO 80132 
719-203-5642 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday; 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday; and by appoint-
ment 
Facebook: Sew-In-Tune 
Instagram: sewintuneservicing 
Web: sewintuneservicing.com 
A bright and welcoming shop with fabric from 
contemporary to modern, with a touch of tradi-
tional. Let us bring our pop-up shop to your meet-
ing or retreat. Lectures and classes available, in-
shop or your location. All brands service & repair. 

Pueblo
First Stitches Pueblo 
805 Eagleridge Blvd., #140, Pueblo, CO 81008 
719-225-8142 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday 
Email: kim@firststitches.com 
Web: firststitchespueblo.com 
Contact: Kimberly Smith 
First Stitches provides sales and service for Baby 
Lock and Brother and Janome sewing machines. It 
offers fabric, machine embroidery supplies, notions 
and classes 

Stitcher’s Garden 
308 S. Union Ave., Pueblo, CO 81003 
719-545-3320 
FAX: 719-545-3307 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Friday 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday 
Email: stitchers_garden@yahoo.com 
Contact: Sandy Strickland 
Stitcher’s Garden carries fabric, books, thread, no-
tions, patterns and yarn, and offers classes. 

Continued on page 18
Colorado Threads ● October 2021 Page 17

Business Directory continued from page 16

https://www.maggiessewvac.com
mailto:aggies.sewvac@gmail.com
mailto:sewbernina@thepresserfoot.com
http://thepresserfoot.com
http://inspirationsquiltshop.com
mailto:info@goldenquiltcompany.com
http://goldenquiltcompany.com
http://rmqm.org
http://thnquiltedcricket.com
mailto:aquilterchoice@gmail.com
http://aquilterschoice.com
https://www.maggiessewvac.com
mailto:aggies.sewvac@gmail.com
mailto:bernina@thepresserfoot.com
http://thepresserfoot.com
http://meadowlanestitching.com
http://stitchesloveland.com
http://lyonsquilting.com
mailto:info@eobquiltdesign.com
http://eobquiltdesign.com
http://sewintuneservicing.com
mailto:kim@firststitches.com
http://firststitchespueblo.com
mailto:stitchers_garden@yahoo.com


Sandy, Utah
Rocky Mountain Sewing and Fabric 
8740 S. 700 E. Sandy, UT 84070 
801-566-3812 
Web: rmequilters.com 
Contact: Lisa Rogers 
This Gammill dealer for Colorado, Utah and Nebraska sells thread, batting 
on the roll, and 90-inch wide Minky and sateen backing. 

Laramie, Wyoming
Quilt Essentials 
314 S. 2nd Street, Laramie, WY 82070 
307-742-6156 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday-Saturday 
Web: quiltessentialslaramie.com 
Contact: Kara Enyeart 
Quilt Essentials carries a variety of fabrics, notions and patterns. The shop 
sponsors exhibits, events, classes and clubs. 
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CQC September 2021 Board Meeting Minutes . . . . . Submitted by Recording Secretary Betty Andrews

President Laural Hoppes called the 
meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. Seventeen 
board members were present. 

1st Vice President for Membership 
Pat Cleaveland announced there are 395 
members and is following up with Quilt-
a-Fair vendor memberships. Dawn Mills 
will send a complete vendor list to Pat to 
check against the membership list.    

2nd Vice President for Programs 2021 
Dana Jones: Laural announced in Dana’s 
absence that the list of speakers and 
workshops in the newsletter and on our 
website has not changed. Laural is speak-
ing with someone interested in setting up 
some of CQC’s early 2022 speakers and 
workshops. 

Secretary Betty Andrews modified and 
corrected minutes submitted for the 
newsletter and sent by email for review. 
Betty reminded members minutes reflect 
this meeting, not events that occur later. 

Treasurer Karen Truesdell submitted 
the August 31, 2021, treasury report. 1st 
Bank checking, $8,244.18; 1st Bank Pay 
Pal Funds, $7,429.53; 1st Bank Raffle Ac-
count, $9,398.39; Shirley Sanden Re-
stricted Fund, $3,819.38; 1st Bank Saving 
CD, $10,956.39; 1st Bank Quilt-A-Fair, 
$35,350.46 for total funds of $75,198.33.   
Committee Reports:  
Bookkeeper Sue Keck is finalizing re-
ports and budget items 

Communications Coordinator An-
drea Coyle asked that content for the 
newsletter be submitted by September 15 
for the October newsletter. Content 
should be submitted in an editable text 

format such as Pages, Word or in the 
body of an email. Pictures should be 
submitted in JPEG format and be accom-
panied by information about the quilt 
and people pictured. Flyers and ads can 
be submitted in a PDF or JPEG format. 
Note the content on flyers cannot be edit-
ed when they are submitted in PDF for-
mat. Do not format registration forms 
and other content. Instead, submit the 
information as text to be formatted as 
a p p r o p r i a t e . E m a i l A n d r e a a t 
cqceditor@gmail.com  for information 
and to submit content. 

Competition, Margaret Arnot: Mar-
garet and her committee members will be 
at Quilt-a-Fair with demonstrations 
throughout the weekend. They judged 
1,079 quilts at 20 venues in 565 cate-
gories. 

Corresponding Secretary Pat MacMil-
lan sent one condolence card out to a 
CQC member.  

Door prizes from August meeting have 
been mailed by Laural. 

Hall of Fame, Jean Ruger: There are 
two awards for 2020 and one for 2021 to 
be presented. The committee is working 
out details for presentation.  

Heritage, Sue Halpern: Sue asked that 
pictures be taken at Quilt-a-Fair and sent 
to her for the scrapbook.  

Librarian Carol Cook received a dona-
tion of four dozen books from Daisy 
Sedalnick, so the LibraryThing inventory 
is at 2,515 items. Carol submitted a book 
review for Improv Patchwork by Maria 
Shell, the October speaker, for the Octo-

ber newsletter. She plans to contact all 
members with books checked out and 
encourage them to return the books at 
Quilt-a-Fair. She is prepping for the 
Quilt-a-Fair Book Sale by organizing and 
pricing the books available for sale. 

Virtual Sit and Sew, Carol Cook: Carol 
reported that Virtual Sit and Sew was 
held Wednesday, August 18, with six 
members attending. The next virtual Sit 
and Sew will be at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
September 15. She has solicited feedback 
on whether Sit and Sew should continue  
next year once in-person meetings are 
conducted. Most have responded that 
they think we should continue as it pro-
vides a valuable way for our remote 
members to interact with CQC.  

Laural reminded the board that CQC is 
still looking for people to take the posi-
tions of president, 2nd vice president for 
programs and 2nd vice president elect for 
programs. Laural reported that the re-
sponsibilities for these positions will be 
handled by dividing the responsibilities 
among volunteers. This will be the CQC 
steering committee.  

Parliamentarian, Patty Joy: Patty has 
had no additional feedback on the an-
nouncement that president and programs 
positions would be distributed among the 
CQC steering committee until people are 
found to fill the positions. 

Outreach Award, Jackie Anderson: 
Jackie extended the award deadline sub-
mission from September 1 to September 
15 due to newsletter publication. No fur-
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ther submissions have been received to 
date. CQC will be awarding two Out-
reach Awards at the December meeting 
via Zoom. Logistics are being worked on 
at the present time.   

Project Warm Hearts, Betsy Stewart: 
Laural reported there are Warm Hearts 
wheelchair quilts to be distributed to 
Good Samaritan Hospital. 

Quilt-a-Fair, Dawn Mills announced 
the countdown clock is on the web page. 
The current COVID-19 restrictions are in 
place for masks to be worn. Katie Melich 
and Kay Heffner are chairing the council 
member quilt show, Log Cabin Fever, 
with 58 quilts submitted. Facebook posts 
will be going out. Share with your friends. 
There are 53 vendors in 61 booths. 
Booths are sold out. The quilts coming 
from museums are in route. The show 
programs are ready, thanks to Kathy and 
Jerry Gaul for work on advertising pro-
grams and posters, and to Sandy Grooms 
for the design of the logo. A tote bag will 
be on sale in limited quantities of 50 per 
day. 100 tickets have been pre-sold with 
the majority on Thursday. There will be 
an exit survey and voting for the best of 
show.  

Quilt-a-Fair Quilt Show: Log Cabin 
Fever has 58 quilts submitted. Katie 
Melich is working to gather the quilts 
before the show and prepare them for 
hanging. 

Quilt Trails Project, Pat Smith: Pat 
reported when the Four Mile Historic 

House reached out to CQC about coordi-
nating a quilt event with them in August, 
Pat quickly realized the house was the 
only location on the Denver portion of 
the Colorado Quilt Trail. But that block 
had disintegrated. They’ve shown interest 
in replacing it. Pat's picked up the Quilt 
Trails materials with the intent to begin 
by inventorying the status and condition 
of sites on the Colorado Quilt Trails. She 
has also been researching how to repair 
or replace blocks if people should ask for 
that as we reach out during the 
inventory.  This effort is just ramping 
up.  She invited anyone to contact her at 
303-929-8461 or sprite@idcomm.com 
with stories or knowledge of the existing 
trails and welcomes assistance from any-
body who is able to help with the inven-
tory by confirming the presence, block 
name, size and condition of the trail sites 
in their areas.   

Raffle Quilt 2021, Maryann Ray and 
Karen Hadfield: Maryann read a sum-
mary of Karen’s outreach to guilds for 
people who would be willing to volunteer 
for a shift at Quilt-a-Fair and shared an 
invitation for a workshop at the Castle 
Rock Quilt Club. Karen and Maryann 
returned to Sew-in-Tune in Monument 
during the Modern Arts Quilt Show last 
Saturday. Between those two events, al-
most $200 in raffle tickets were sold. 
With three other purchases, ticket sales 
amounted to $229 in the first 12 days of 
this month. With less than 250 tickets 

left, Mary Rush purchased 2,000 addi-
tional tickets to sell at Quilt-a-Fair and 
beyond. Members have said they will 
turn in their tickets at Quilt-a-Fair. After 
Quilt-a-Fair, Maryann and Karen will 
once again contact members who have 
not returned their tickets. Ticket sales are 
progressing with February $1,983, March 
$1,000, April $1,175, May $650, June 
$480, July $1,964, August $565, Sep-
tember $229 for total sales $8,186. 

Fall Retreat 2021, Carol Cook: There 
are 13 in-person and two virtual partici-
pants registered. That is short of the con-
tractual commitment by $1,382, which is 
less than the $1,750 deposit that would be 
forfeited if Fall Retreat is canceled. Carol 
plans to have a poster and registration 
forms available at Quilt-a-Fair to see if 
additional members will attend. It’s pos-
sible to fit in another 10 participants. 
Four more are needed to break even. 
Spread the word there is space available. 

Shirley Sanden Memorial Fund, Sue 
Keck and Lucille Rypinski: Lucille re-
minded those present that the Shirley 
Sanden fund makes scholarship grants 
available for classes to anyone who wants 
to apply.  
Other Business 
Laural asked that anyone with sug-
gestions for speakers or workshops con-
tact her. Andrea Coyle relayed that Jackie 
Anderson needs Laural’s signature on the 
Outreach Award certificates. 

Laural adjourned the meeting at 7:15 
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